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INTERVIEW WITH MILDRED JUNGELS AND C. D. 
RICHARDSON, CLASS OF 1941 
Jewel Shockey  00:00
This is Jewel Shocky of Student Alumni Association and I'm talking with Mr C. D. Richardson and Mr. 
Mildred Theis Jungels about the Class of 1941 at ISU. During this bit of oral history we will be reminiscing 
about the way it was in 1941. First, as you think back 40 years what are some of things that you remember 
most about Illinois State University? 
Mildred Jungels  00:26
Well, I remember it was a much smaller school. It was quite a friendly school and you knew everybody 
on their, by their first name basis really. And there was more emphasis on the student I think rather than 
just the big university itself, a more personal touch. 
C. D. Richardson  00:43
Well, I remember about the same sort of thing. As I recall, there were about 1900 students in our senior
year and I felt like, although probably I didn't, that I knew just about everyone on the campus and it was
a very close kind of relationship among the students.
Jewel Shockey  01:05
Okay, what you remember about your professors or university administrators? 
Mildred Jungels  01:11
President Fairchild was the head of it and he was a, I think a very dignified man with high ideals. I was in 
math and my professors, Dr. Clifford Mills and Miss Eleanor Flagg and, let's see, Dr. Holmes was the 
head of the speech department and I worked for him an hour a day for thirty cents an hour. 
C. D. Richardson  01:39
Well, I remember about the same thing about Dr. Fairchild. I can recall my freshman year when they
brought all the freshmen into Capen Auditorium and he proceeded to tell us about all the regulations of
the school. The one that always stood out was absolutely no drinking on either the campus or away from
the campus and that, he made that a very strong point right at the beginning in our freshman year. And
the point of it was that this is a teacher preparation institution and teachers are supposed to maintain a
very high standards in their mode of conduct and that type of thing and therefore—and then he went on
to talk about the drinking rule.
Jewel Shockey  02:32
I see. What kinds of extracurricular activities were offered in 1941? 
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Mildred Jungels  02:39
Well, I belonged to the Women's Recreational Association and the math—I think, Kappa Mu Epsilon, and 
then the Kappa Delta Pi. I was a cheerleader for one year. I was on the Sophomore Advisory Board and 
that's about all I belonged to. 
C. D. Richardson  03:00
Well on an extracurricular basis, I recall more the athletic events, at that time if I remember correctly when
you enrolled each year you bought an activity ticket, that included tickets, and it was more or less
mandatory I believe, if I remember right, at least it seemed like everyone bought the ticket. That included
of course the athletic events, the concerts, there were certain, well, cultural-type, either concerts or
chamber music were brought to the university. And in addition to that we had a dance program of four or
five dances a year that you'd buy a single ticket for five dollars and one of the nice things about that was
the men as well as the women bought the ticket and therefore in those days when you were going to take
a date to one of those dances, her ticket was paid for. But it was right in the middle of the big band era,
you know, 1937 to '41 and we had a lot of real fine big name bands, Dick Jergens and Jean Krupa, Tiny
Hill and a number of bands that we didn't know so well in the Midwest, they were from the east and west
coast, they had to be on a tour coming through the Midwest, that they had booked to come in there for
one of the dances.
Mildred Jungels  04:31
Looking through the yearbook, I found that we had the Vienna Choir boys here. 
C. D. Richardson  04:34
Oh, yeah.
Mildred Jungels  04:35
Yeah. We had really, really excellent entertainment. 
Jewel Shockey  04:40
Were there any special services available like counseling, health service, placement service? 
Mildred Jungels  04:48
They had a Placement Bureau and I think they had one doctor here, Dr. Rachel Cooper. 
C. D. Richardson  04:53
Oh, was she a doctor? I wasn't sure.
Mildred Jungels  04:55
I thought so.  
C. D. Richardson  04:56
I never, I never had to go in.
Mildred Jungels  04:58
I didn't either.  
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C. D. Richardson  04:59
I wasn't sure whether it was a nurse or a doctor in the little room there.
Mildred Jungels  05:02
I presumed it was a doctor because she was head of it but maybe not. 
C. D. Richardson  05:07
And on placement, I thought that the school of course was primarily teacher preparation, but I thought
the Placement Bureau did an excellent job, you know, with the high schools and getting the job offers
posted, notifying graduates of the openings.
Mildred Jungels  05:23
My first job was at Champagne and that was the top salary of $100 a month. 
Jewel Shockey  05:32
I'll [cast?] this one to you. What was the typical mode of dress for women to go to class or church or date? 
Mildred Jungels  05:38
Well as I recall it was skirts and sweaters or blouses and sweaters, low-heeled shoes, and then when 
you dressed up to date, you had high heels and a nice dress and you went to the dance, it was formal, if 
you wanted to go that way, and just conservative-type clothing. Nobody wore slacks! 
C. D. Richardson  05:57
I can't recall any slacks, certainly not blue jeans, there were saddle shoes and bobby socks.
Mildred Jungels  06:04
Everybody looked real nice. 
C. D. Richardson  06:05
By my standards I thought they did.
Jewel Shockey  06:09
And did the men wear suits or dress-up clothes to class? 
C. D. Richardson  06:12
I think a fair number of the fellows wore suits or sport coats and slacks. Some would wear a regular shirt
not necessarily with a tie and slacks and maybe a cardigan sweater, something of that type. But there
were no, no blue jeans. I don't think Dr. Fairchild would have approved—
Mildred Jungels  06:36
—allowed— 
C. D. Richardson  06:36
—of that. Or Dean Schroeder.
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Mildred Jungels  06:39 
No! Especially him. 
 
Jewel Shockey  06:41 
What were some important national events that happened while you were here at college? 
 
Mildred Jungels  06:46 
Well, of course, the thing is that stood out in my mind was World War II broke out in Europe and, you 
know, that took many of the boys before they graduated or right after they graduated in '41. 
 
C. D. Richardson  06:59 
The only—that was the thing I first remembered. The only other thing I can recall is along about that time 
is when the CIO was first getting organized and they had all these sit-down strikes in the factories and 
plants. Then well, of course 1940 was when Roosevelt was running for his third term against Wendell 
Wilkie from Indiana. That's about it. 
 
Jewel Shockey  07:27 
Were students of that day interested in current events and kept up pretty well on issues? 
 
Mildred Jungels  07:34 
I don't really know. 
 
C. D. Richardson  07:36 
I don't really think that they were to the extent that the young people are today. We—I think we were 
more interested in just enjoying being here and getting our schoolwork done, graduating, getting out, and 
getting a job. 
 
Mildred Jungels  07:55 
Kept us busy! 
 
Jewel Shockey  07:57 
Sounds good. Well, you talked a little bit about the alcohol and tobacco rules. Were there any other, like, 
restrictions, just a few of the major ones that may have changed? 
 
Mildred Jungels  08:12 
Well, as I talk about this alcohol ban, as I recall, some of the leaders on campus who were going to 
graduate wanted to celebrate a little bit. So they went into Bloomington at a private place and were caught 
and they were not allowed to graduate. They had to come back in the summer if they want to. 
 
C. D. Richardson  08:30 
I think some of them transferred to another school like Southern to finish their school. 
 
Mildred Jungels  08:34 
Did they? And they were the leaders of the campus, I mean, they were good kids, you know, they just 
one night went out. 
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C. D. Richardson  08:39
Yeah, there was the president of Student Council and the captain of the basketball team, I believe it was.
And while they were, as you say, they were leaders on the campus, but the rule applied to everyone.
Mildred Jungels  08:56
That's right, there were no exceptions. 
C. D. Richardson  08:57
But you know, one thing that I thought of during the 60s when all the demonstrations were going on on
the campuses around the country, that I don't know whether you were there, Mildred, but the day that we
all heard about the expulsion of these students. There was a demonstration organized and they all
gathered in front of Old Main, and there must have been 3 or 400 of us, which was a sizable portion of
the total student body. And I can't remember the details now, whether we were chatting or what, but
suddenly up on the portico of Old Main President Fairchild showed up and—to see what it was all about,
and he said to three or four of the people that appeared to be the ringleaders of the demonstration, he
said, "Well, you might as well all go home," he said, "If some of you will come into my office in the morning,
then I'll be willing to discuss it with you." And those several students went in his office the next morning
and he said, "Well, now that you're here," he said, "I want you to go back to your classes and if I hear
you saying any more about this at all you also will be expelled." And that was the way he handled it.
Mildred Jungels  10:21
That was the big, big—what do I say, event on campus that shocked everybody, you know, the scandal. 
C. D. Richardson  10:31
Yeah, I'm not so sure that we were all shocked that they'd taken a drink.
Mildred Jungels  10:37
No, but I mean that they would go as far as they did, you know, and not let them continue. 
C. D. Richardson  10:42
Yeah, be, finally, it wasn't a temporary expulsion, it was supposedly permanent. But it wasn't common—
or, it wasn't uncommon for a lot of the students to sneak off somewhere on occasion and have a beer or
something like that but you always realized that you were taking your situation in your own hands when
you did it.
Jewel Shockey  11:08
What buildings were here on campus then and what were the boundaries, was it pretty much like today 
or... ? 
Mildred Jungels  11:15
Of course not. Fell Hall was the only dorm for women which has about 90 girls and Smith Hall housed 
about 30 boys. That used to be an old colonel's home I understand. The rest of us lived in homes on 
campus. I was fortunate, I lived in a home that house 10 girls so it was, that was nice, I likes it very much. 
Old Main was here and Cook Hall was here and... 
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C. D. Richardson  11:41
The Old Castle.
Jewel Shockey  11:43
Were there any other class buildings? 
Mildred Jungels  11:45
The old science building was here, wasn't it? 
C. D. Richardson  11:47
Yeah, I think if you started here, you could start with the McCormick Gym was here, Fell Hall, Cook Hall—
the Old Castle—the Industrial Arts Training Building was there, Old Main—
Mildred Jungels  12:02
You had the Univ—the training program, yeah. 
C. D. Richardson  12:05
University High School. And behind Old Main was old North Hall which was a library then.
Mildred Jungels  12:11
I was trying to remember the name of that, that's what it was, okay. 
C. D. Richardson  12:13
Yeah, and then there was the science building you mentioned... Felmley?
Mildred Jungels  12:16
Yeah, yeah. 
C. D. Richardson  12:17
Felmley Hall I guess it was, and all those buildings, I guess had some classes in them, that I think...
Mildred Jungels  12:27
That was the north end of the campus, where I lived is now a parking lot. 
C. D. Richardson  12:31
Yeah, yeah, just beyond Felmley Hall is that, what is it, College Street?
Mildred Jungels  12:36
That was the end. 
C. D. Richardson  12:37
That was the north and of course the railroad angle down here was the south end, University was the
west. Nothing beyond there except Smith Hall, the men's residence hall, was on the opposite side of
University. Of course then there was the University Farm out where the stadium is and so forth now. On
the north side it would have been...
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Mildred Jungels  13:02
I, I think that was College Avenue, isn't that where the—now the north end of the campus is? 
Jewel Shockey  13:08
Yeah. 
Mildred Jungels  13:09
Yeah. See, I, because I lived on Locust Street. 
C. D. Richardson  13:11
Yeah.
Mildred Jungels  13:12
And I thought College Avenue was one block north of Locust. 
C. D. Richardson  13:16
Well, doesn't Felmly Hall, is the new—right across from the new Milner Library there?
Jewel Shockey  13:21
Yeah, right across the street. 
C. D. Richardson  13:22
Well, somewhere there was Horton.
Mildred Jungels  13:23
That was the end of campus. 
C. D. Richardson  13:24
Well, of course the east was, what is that, School Street over there?
Mildred Jungels  13:27
Yeah.  
C. D. Richardson  13:27
Yeah, and there were no other buildings that I can recall outside of the barn.
Jewel Shockey  13:36
Do either of you have any other special memories that we haven't already covered? 
Mildred Jungels  13:41
Well, let's see, I met my husband here. He was captain of the wrestling team. 
Jewel Shockey  13:47
Girls are still trying to do that 
Page 7 https://ir.library.illinoisstate.edu/aoh/
Mildred Jungels  13:49
And I'm sure they do. Oh yeah, well, talking about the main dance bands, one of my personal friends I 
graduated from high school with sang in Johnny "Scat" Davis' band— 
C. D. Richardson  14:01
Oh, did she?
Mildred Jungels  14:02
And so afterwards, why, we wanted to take him out, no one had any cars so we borrowed a car and took 
him— thethere was a place called the Nighthawk by the old railroad tracks someplace—and this was off-
limits of course—and we had to press a button and this door swung open, it was like a speakeasy, you 
know. She thought that was quite cute, you know. But it was, we, nobody had automobiles, everybody 
walked every place they wanted to go and I really didn't leave the campus too much because we had 
everything we wanted right here and— 
C. D. Richardson  14:34
Seemed to be busy all the time—
Mildred Jungels  14:35
We didn't have any cars to get into town, you had to take a bus and it was too much of a hassle. 
C. D. Richardson  14:41
Used to join—it was fairly common, I guess, to go to the library to study or study in your room for a while
and then later on the evening a lot of the students would gather over at the old Co-op, which was a
combination bookstore and restaurant, it'd be over on the corner of—what's the main street going
downtown called? School Street? It was right there on the southwest corner.
Mildred Jungels  15:08
You got a coke for a nickel and two straws. 
C. D. Richardson  15:13
Southeast corner! Yeah, yeah, and we'd all gather there and just have a good social time.
Jewel Shockey  15:18
What were some of the prices of food, like hamburgers, whatever? 
Mildred Jungels  15:22
I was trying to remember, my husband thought it was a dime. 
C. D. Richardson  15:25
I think a good hamburger was a dime. You know, Mel's had a place right next door to the Co-op seems
like he might have had a nickel a hamburger in the beginning. But it was a nickel or a dime.
Mildred Jungels  15:35
Gas was 10 cents a gallon, I think. 
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C. D. Richardson  15:37
Yeah. I remember that, 10 cents.
Mildred Jungels  15:39
For a dollar you could have a real good time. 
C. D. Richardson  15:41
Oh boy.
Mildred Jungels  15:43
Nobody had any money anyway though. 
Jewel Shockey  15:44
Okay, well, so do either of you have anything else? 
C. D. Richardson  15:51
No, I guess. You start talking about it, you look back on it with a lot of pleasure, and... Some great
memories.
Mildred Jungels  16:02
Yeah. Glad to come back today too. 
Jewel Shockey  16:05
Thank you very much. 
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